
 

 

2018 LEGISLATIVE SESSION – WEEK 7 (Plus) 
February 19-26, 2018 

 
Toward the end of Week 7, the House and Senate appeared 
to be at a standstill in budget negotiations, and the talk in 
the Capitol was about “overtime.” On Friday,  
 
But late Monday night of Week 8, House and Senate leaders 
are said to have agreed on allocation numbers, meaning the 
conference committee process can begin. “Allocations” are 
the starting point for final budget negotiations. The 
legislative leadership of both chambers agree on how much 
money to devote to specific policy areas such as education, 
health, transportation and economic development, criminal 
justice, etc. The details of how the allocation will be spent is 
negotiated during budget conferences. 
 
Revenue Projections Adjusted 
As Politico Florida writers Matt Dixon and Arek Sarkissian 
report, “last year's hurricane season hasn't finished 
tormenting the state budget.” Corporate tax filings, which 
had been pushed back to Feb. 15, came in under the level 
state budget analysts had previously estimated. Instead of 
$121.3 million, they only amounted to $24 million. As a 
result, the roughly $34 billion in recurring revenue 
lawmakers thought they would have on hand to build next 
year's state budget has been cut by $167.4 million, to $33.8 
billion. Additionally, lawmakers need to find another $400 
million to fund school safety programs proposed in new 
legislation filed in response to the Valentine’s Day mass 
shooting tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida.  
 
 
 
 

President Delaney Honored  
During Week 7, the Florida House of Representatives 
passed House Joint Resolution 8061, commending President 
Delaney on his extraordinary achievements as president of 
the University of North Florida. The resolution was 
sponsored by Rep. Clay Yarborough, a UNF alum, who is 
also carrying bills to fund UNF’s construction requests. A 
formal presentation of the resolution will take place in 
Jacksonville after the session concludes. 
 
And on Thursday, President Delaney was honored along 
with retiring Edward Waters College President Nat Glover, 
and Dr. Richard Skinner by Episcopal Children’s Services.  
The three leaders received the ECS Children’s Champion 
award for making the well-being of children and families a 
top priority in our community. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Constitution Revision Commission at UNF 
On Tuesday, the Constitution Revision Commission (CRC) held a 
public meeting at UNF’s Adam W. Herbert University Center as 
part of its’ “Road to the Ballot” public hearing tour. 
 
More than 210 individuals requested to speak before the CRC and 
approximately 500 attended the public hearing, which extended 
past the noticed end time of 7:00 p.m. There are three remaining 
stops on the CRC’s “Road to the Ballot” public hearing tour. 

  



 

 

Response to the February 14th Parkland Shooting  
The aftermath of the Parkland shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School has been different than past mass 
shootings, as grief and anger has quickly morphed into activism. Busloads of students from the Parkland school came to 
Tallahassee this week lobbying for gun safety legislation. Student survivors were joined by Leon County school students, 
students from FSU and FAMU, and other groups and individuals to march, hold rallies and meet with political leaders to 
demand action following the Valentine’s Day mass shooting death of 17 at their school. 
 
Governor Scott convened several workshops with various groups and a roundtable discussion to address the shooting. As 
a result of these activities which dominated Week 7 of the legislative session, various proposals are starting to move through 
the legislative process on a fast track, given the approaching March 9th end of the 60-day session.  
 
Gov. Scott proposes reforming the state's gun laws by raising the age limit on all gun purchases to 21 and make it "nearly 
impossible" for anyone with mental health issues to buy a weapon. He is calling on the Florida Legislature to spend $500 
million to boost mental health programs and school safety measures across the state. He has stated opposition to training 
and arming teachers and other school staff with guns. 
 
The House of Representatives has a 67-page proposal which directs $400 million in new funding for multiple purposes. The 
House proposal creates the School Safety Awareness Program within the Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) to receive 
early, anonymous, information about suspicious or concerning behavior. Among many other initiatives, the proposal: 
• Establishes the Office of Safe Schools to serve as a central repository for best practices, examine the effectiveness of 

recommendations produced using the current self-assessment tool and develop a School Safety Specialist Training 
Program. It also establishes a threat assessment team at each school consisting of a counselor, teacher, administrator, 
and school resource officer to determine when a student poses a threat of violence to themselves or others and engage 
behavioral health crisis resources if necessary; 

• Doubles the number of school resource officers, funds them, and requires crisis intervention training for all officers. 
• Requires all school personnel to receive, and funds, youth mental health first aid training. 
• Creates a categorical allocation and provides funding for mental health treatment in schools; 
• Prohibits a licensed importer, manufacturer or dealer from selling a firearm to a person under age 21, with exceptions; 
• Expands the mandatory 3-day waiting period for handguns to all firearms sold at retail with certain exceptions; 
• Prohibits a person from transferring, distributing, selling, or keeping for sale, offering for sale, possessing, or giving to 

another person a bump-fire stock and prohibits importing a bump-fire stock into the state; 
• Authorizes a law enforcement agency to seize any firearm and ammunition in the possession, custody, or control of a 

person involuntarily examined under the Baker Act who has made a credible threat of violence against another person.  
 
The Senate bills are SB 7026, SB 7024 and SB 7022.  
 

 

 

  



 

 

 
Bills moving during Week 7 included:
HB 565, Excess Credit Hour Surcharges, passed its final 
committee this week. The bill was amended to match the 
Senate version and requires a state university to refund the 
assessed excess hour surcharge, for up to 12 credit hours, to 
any first-time-in-college student who completes a 
baccalaureate degree program within 4 years after initial 
enrollment in a state university. SB 844, has one final 
committee stop. 
 
HB 909, Higher Education, passed its final committee stop 
and heads to the House floor. The bill creates the “Campus 
Free Expression Act” and prohibits colleges and universities 
from infringing upon an individual’s expressive rights and 
restricting expressive activities to a particular area of campus 
and designating free speech zones. Reasonable limits on 
expressive activities are allowed; however, students, faculty, 
or staff may not materially disrupt activities on campus. The 
bill grants an individual standing to seek declaratory and 
injunctive relief, including reasonable court costs and 
attorneys’ fees, if his or her expressive rights are violated.  
 
The bill also creates the “RISE to 55 Initiative” to boost 
postsecondary attainment among Floridians to 55 percent by 
2025; and requires the Board to annually, by September 1, 
report on the intellectual freedom and viewpoint diversity at 
each institution by conducting a survey of students, faculty 
and administrators. SB 1234, a similar, though not identical 
bill, stalled in the Senate. 
 
HB 573 Involuntary Examinations Under the Baker Act 
The Florida House Wednesday overwhelmingly 
approved a measure that would augment the list of 
medical professionals who can initiate an involuntary 
examination for individuals under the Baker Act.   
 
The bill, by Rep. Kimberly Daniels, D-Jacksonville, would 
allow advanced registered nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants to initiate an exam for someone 
under the Baker Act who is suspected of having a mental 
illness.  Currently, physicians, psychologists, psychiatric 
nurses, mental health counselors, marriage and family 
therapists and clinical social workers are able to initiate 
an exam of that type. 
 
The Senate companion bill (SB 112) is in the Senate Rules 
Committee. 
 

UNF Trustees Ready for Final Senate Confirmation 
UNF Trustees Tom Bryan and Anne Egan have now 
been approved by both the Senate Education and Ethics 
and Elections Committees. The next and final step is 
confirmation by vote of the full Senate.  

If you would like more information or copies of bills, bill 
analysis documents, etc., please contact the Office of 
Governmental Affairs. 

Janet D. Owen (904) 699-9750 / jowen@unf.edu

 
Looking Ahead to Week 8 

 
Monday, February 26th 
12:00 p.m. Senate Ethics & Elections Committee 
2:30 p.m. Senate Rules Committee 
 
Tuesday, February 27th 
9:00 a.m. House Appropriations Committee 
9:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
11:00 a.m. Senate Appropriations Committee 
1:30 p.m. House Education Committee 
 HB 423 Higher Education 
 
Wednesday, February 28th 

10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
10:30 p.m. House in Session 
 
Thursday, March 1st 
10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
10:30 a.m. House in Session 
 
Friday, March 2nd 
10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
10:30 a.m. House in Session 


